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Tariffs - It’s all about the money! 

© 2026 Strong & Herd LLP  
#trainingshllp

oDuty and VAT are chargeable costs to allow goods 
to be imported into the UK
oDuty and Taxes are also chargeable costs in our 

buyer's country.

oThere are additional duties such as 
oAnti dumping 
oCountervailing
oExcise Duties
oGoods and services taxes

oMechanism to reduce duty such as
oTariff preference
oTariff Quota
oOur reason for import / export

o      



Let’s look at the 
UK
Trade Tariff

Commodity Code 

We know our product –

But we also need an  8 Digit 
UK Export Commodity Code   
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84729080 
Digits 9&10 required 

for UK Import 
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Duties and Taxes 

oWhat can we see? The duty rate at import is 0% from all third countries

oDo we need to look at preference when importing these goods?

oWhat considerations would there be if we export these goods?

oAre there any barriers in place?

oWhat are the incoterms?

oHow can we mitigate any risk?

oWhere and what are the duty rates into our buyers country?

o Is there any additional paperwork?

o Is there any additional tariffs in place?
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TIME FOR A POLL
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US TARIFFS
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US TARIFFS

oThe supreme courts decision on the 20th February 2026 in which the 
imposed IEEPA tariffs were found to be unlawful. 

oThe United States Supreme Court ruled 6–3 that President 
Trump exceeded his legal authority under the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act (IEEPA).

oFollowing the supreme courts decision on the 20th February 2026 in 
which the imposed IEEPA tariffs were found to be unlawful president 
Donald Trump issued proclamation 11012. Federal Register :: Imposing a 
Temporary Import Surcharge To Address Fundamental International 
Payments Problems
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US TARIFFS

o Under section 122 of the Trade Act of 1974 the president is to implement an 
additional 10% ad valorum rate for a period of 150 days. This is applicable for 
imported articles of every country for a period of 150 days, unless specifically 
exempt.

o This 10% ad valorum rate has been implemented for imports of any country for 
which the goods are entered for consumption ,  withdrawn from warehouse for 
consumption. 

o This is on or after 12:01 a.m. eastern standard time on the 24th February 2026, 
and through to 12:01 a.m. eastern daylight time 24th July 2026.

o Where can we find the information from ?
o Check how to export webpage can help and assist you with the duty rates to 

clearly show the MFN rate and the additional 10% if applicable.
o You will however need to know what the commodity code is at the time of 

import into the United states so do speak with your customers.
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US TARIFFS- Exporting to the stapler to the USA

oWhat would the Tariff be for the staplers being imported into the US?

o Is there any additional duties?

oHow would we know as an exporter ?

o In this example we are going to into the US the classification of the 
staplers is 8472909080

oLet’s have a look

ohttps://www.check-duties-customs-exporting-
goods.service.gov.uk/summary?d=US&ds=gtp&pc=8472909080
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US TARIFFS- Exporting to the stapler to the USA

© 2026 Strong & Herd LLP  
#trainingshllp



US TARIFFS- Exporting to the sheet piling to the USA

oThis example looking at sheet piling

oThe US importer has confirmed the commodity code to be 730110
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US TARIFFS- What is the impact ?

oThe reciprocal duty has been removed which was 15% duty and replaced 
with a 10% section 122 rate.

oMFN or most favoured nation rate remain the same.

oAs do the section 232 duties on iron/ steel/ aluminium.

oRecord breaking duty revenues in Jan 2026 accounting to $30 billion.

oHowever CBP statistics until December 2025 shows : –

oTotal Entry Summaries up to 2025 – 50.08 million

oTotal Entry Summaries up to 2026 – 25.06 million

oAnother example is value : 

oTotal Import value up to 2025 – $3.61 Trillion

oTotal Import value up to 2026 - $885.91 Billion

© 2026 Strong & Herd LLP  
#trainingshllp



EU TARIFFS
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UK-EU Trade Cooperation Agreement (TCA)

Came into force 1 May 2021

The agreement covers not just trade in goods and services, 
but also a broad range of other areas in the UK's interest, 
such as:

1. Trade in goods and services

2. investment, 

3. competition, 

4. State aid, 

5. tax transparency

6. Recognition of professional qualifications
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UK-EU Trade Cooperation Agreement (TCA)
The TCA also covers specific areas such as:

o Transport: specifically addressing air and road transport to ensure continuity and coordination in 
cross-border logistics and services.

o Sustainable Development: addressing environmental and social dimensions of trade and 
investment.

o Sustainability clause that includes cooperation regarding controls on Energy and Raw Materials 
closely tied to sustainability goals such as reducing carbon emissions, promoting renewable energy, 
and ensuring sustainable resource management.

o Non-Regression Clauses: commitment not to lower environmental or labour standards to gain a 
competitive advantage.

o Fisheries:  outlining the framework for cooperation, access to waters, and sustainable fishing 
practices.

o Law Enforcement and Judicial Cooperation: it includes a section on Data Protection ensuring the 
safeguarding of data flows between the EU and UK

o Social Security Coordination: providing provisions for citizens working or residing in the other 
party's territory. © 2026 Strong & Herd LLP  
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UK- EU TCA 

oDoes this mean we need to claim preference for a reduced or Nil duty on 
all shipments? – NO CONSIDER THE MFN RATE

oDoes this mean for all shipments at import or export we would need to 
prove origin – YES EVEN IF WE ARE NOT CLAIMING PREFERENCE

oWhat is the incoterms – Who is paying for the duty and taxes.

oWe have to consider that although our goods might be imported from the 
EU or going to the EU do they meet the rules of the TCA for preference.

oTrade agreements are there to assist business with a reduced or nil rate of 
duty.

o If you have any doubt speak to your customer or supplier
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Is it worth it claiming prerence ?
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Is it worth it claiming prerence ?
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TRADE AGREEMENTS
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What Are Free Trade Agreements

22

• A Free trade Agreement (FTA) is an 
agreement between two or more 
countries where the countries 
agree on certain obligations that 
affect trade in goods and services, 
and protections for investors and 
intellectual property rights, among 
other topics. 

• For the UK, the main goal of trade 
agreements is to reduce barriers to 
UK exports, protect UK interests 
competing abroad and expand 
opportunities for partner countries 
in the UK.
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• Free Trade Agreements, or FTAs, is a generic 
term for lots of different types of arrangements, 
for example

• Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement

• Economic Partnership 
Agreements

• Regional Trade & Economic 
Community Agreements

• Free Trade Associations
• Trade Cooperation Agreements
• Free Trade Agreement
• Mutual Recognition Agreements



Understanding FTA Rules
• What are we shipping?
• Where was it made?
• What is it made of?
• What process have we done prior to export?
• We need the HS Codes
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UK list of active Free Trade Agreements in alphabetical order

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reference-documents-for-the-customs-tariff-preferential-trade-
arrangements-eu-exit-regulations-2020 

• statutory guidance means each document 
contains UK law

• Review the Origin Reference Document 
(ORD) for the FTA terms and rules of origin
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RESOURCES
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https://www.check-duties-customs-exporting-goods.service.gov.uk/selectdest?_ga=2.25871422.2045080228.1636987387-248985549.1631620526


EU Access2Markets and 
ROSA (Rules of Origin Self-Assessment Tool)

https://trade.ec.europa.eu/access-to-markets/en/home 

• UK based companies can only review 
information on the UK-EU Trade 
Cooperation Agreement (TCA) when 
exporting or importing from an EU 
member state
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ROSA (Rules of Origin Self-Assessment Tool)
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THINK ABOUT CBAM 

oThe Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism is an EU initiative to mitigate 
climate change.

oDefinitive period started 1st January 2026 for the European Union

oA policy tool to prevent the risk of carbon leakage.

oA green system for imports into the EU.

oPuts a fair price on the carbon used to produce the most emission-heavy 
imports.

o Imports from non-EU countries will have to pay an equal carbon price to 
those using the EU Emission Trading System (ETS).
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THINK ABOUT CBAM- Look out for

oUK CBAM Implementation by 2027

oThere were ongoing consultations throughout 2024

oNorthern Ireland and CBAM

Currently, NI Importers do not need to submit an EU CBAM Report; this 
could be subject to change but would need to be passed through the 
Windsor Agreement before any changes took place.
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Further resources 

oASEAN WEBPAGE COVERING RULES OF ORIGIN -
https://atr.asean.org/read/rules-of-origin/43 

o  USA International Trade Administration (ITA) – Free Trade Agreements 
Help Center.

ohttps://www.trade.gov/free-trade-agreements-help-center 

oWorld Bank – Global Preferential Trade Agreements Database (GPTAD).
ohttps://wits.worldbank.org/gptad/trade_database.html 

oWTO site, but for unilateral agreements only.
ohttps://ptadb.wto.org/ 

oRules of Origin Facilitator
ohttps://findrulesoforigin.org/ 

31
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Thank you for taking part in today’s session
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