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Analysis

In numbers
UK CEOs prioritise AI and anticipate profits, while Indian-owned 

companies strengthen their foothold in the UK

UK private equity exits in Q1 2026 – 
the highest amount since Q3 2023

The number of Indian-owned 
companies in the UK as at May 
2026 – up 60% on the 1,197 
in 2025

Amount of UK private equity dry 
powder at the end of Q1 2026

The turnover of Indian-owned UK 
companies in 2026 – up from 
£72.1bn in 2025

The amount of UK mid-market 
businesses expecting to see a 
return on their investment in AI 
within the next one to four years

£22.6bn £145bn

££105105..88bnbn

97%
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The amount raised by secondary funds in Q1 2026 – 19% of total funds raised

$30billion
SOURCE: PREQIN

Enhancing technology or 
AI capabilities is CEOs’ 
top consideration when 
assessing acquisitions 
and divestments … 

46%

… closely followed 
by strategic fit with 
long-term growth 
plans 

45%

of UK CEOs expect 
to increase M&A 
activity over the 
next 12 months

87%

1,912


