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Connections
Who’s on the move in the world of corporate 
finance, private equity and legal

Saffery has promoted 
Manchester-based partner 
Hayley Brightmore-Cox to head 

of transaction services. She joined the 
firm in 2023, when Saffery acquired 
Knight Transaction Services, an 
independent advisory firm she founded 
in 2021. Brightmore-Cox has spent 16 
years advising in the North West. Prior to 
founding Knight, she spent two years in 
Grant Thornton’s transaction services 
team, and six in Mazars’ deal advisory 
team. She qualified as an ACA in 2013 
with RSM.

Cortus Advisory has recruited 
Muhannad Nammari as partner 
in its London transaction 

services team. He has joined from PwC, 
where he was a transaction services 
director and spent a total of 16 years 
– initially in Saudi Arabia (five years), 
before he moved to the UK. He has 
expertise in the business services 
sector, primarily in testing, inspection 
and certification, and the engineering 
services sub-sector.

George Fieldhouse (1) has 
joined RSM as a partner in its 
debt advisory team in London, 
from Grant Thornton, where he 
had a similar role for four years. 
Prior to that he worked in debt 
advisory at Deloitte, DC 
Advisory and PwC.

Natalie Stacey (2), who is in 
the firm’s private equity team and 
specialises in due diligence and 
transaction support, has been promoted 
to partner. She joined RSM in 2019 from 
S&W, where she trained as an ACA and 
spent 11 years. 

And RSM has promoted James 
Atkinson (3) to partner in its M&A team. 
He joined the firm’s Leeds office 15 years 
ago and trained as an ACA in audit, 
moving into the corporate finance team. 
He was promoted to manager in 2017, 
and director in 2022. His focus is on the 
industrials sector.
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Grant Thornton has 
promoted George 
Harvey (1) to M&A 
director in its London 
office. He has been 
with the firm 11 years. 
He became manager in 
2021, and associate 
director in 2023. Alex 

Parry (2) has been promoted to associate 
director in its Manchester corporate 
finance team. She joined the firm five 
years ago from PwC. Matt Harvey (3) and 
Daniel Tiffin (4) have been promoted to 
corporate finance senior manager in 
Leeds and Sheffield respectively. Harvey 
joined in 2024 from Adler & Allan in 
Harrogate, where he was an M&A 
manager. Before that he worked for 
KPMG and trained as a chartered 
accountant with EY. Tiffin joined the firm 
two years ago from KPMG in Leeds, 
where he worked for five years and 
trained as an ACA.

Stefan Denieffe (5) has joined Grant 
Thornton in Manchester as a corporate 
finance manager from MHA, where he 
spent six years, initially training as an 
ACA in the audit team, before moving 
into transaction services in 2024. And 
Cameron Snell (6) has joined the London 
office, as a manager in its debt and 
capital advisory team, from Interpath 
Advisory, where he spent four years. 
Prior to that he spent six years at Azets, 
where he trained as an ACA.

Nick Cowles has joined Alvarez 
& Marsal in Manchester as a 
managing director and head of 

its new public company advisory service. 
He spent 23 years with Zeus, the 
Manchester-based investment bank, 
where he was CEO for the last two years.

S&W has promoted David Ball 
to M&A director in its Cambridge 
office. He joined S&W three 

years ago from Ashcroft Partnership. 
Before that he worked for BKL and PEM, 
where he trained as an ACA. 
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Menzies has promoted 
Katherine Bailey (1) and James 
Kidd (2) to deal advisory 
associate director. Bailey joined 
the firm’s London office in 2022 
as a transaction services senior 

analyst from Blick Rothenberg, where 
she had spent two years. Prior to that she 
spent five years with Feltons, where she 
trained as a chartered accountant. Kidd 
is based in Portsmouth and has been 
with the corporate finance team for 
seven years, initially training as an ACA.

Jonny Bywater has joined 
KPMG in Leeds as an M&A 
associate director from RSM, 

where he spent 10 years, initially training 
as an ACA in audit, before joining the 
firm’s M&A team in Leeds.

Bishopsgate Corporate 
Finance has promoted Bikram 
Randhawa (1) and Cameron 
Rothwell (2) to senior manager. 
Randhawa joined the firm’s 
Leicester office as a manager 

two years ago from PwC’s capital 
markets M&A team in London. Prior to 
that he spent two years with Mazars in 
London, having trained as an ACA with 
PwC in Birmingham. Rothwell is based in 
Cambridge and joined the firm two years 
ago from PEM, where he spent six years 
and trained as an ACA, before moving 
into its corporate finance team in 
Cambridge.

LAVA Advisory Partners has 
promoted Millie Counsell to 
manager. She joined the firm in 

2020 as an M&A analyst and was 
promoted to assistant manager two 
years ago.

Molly Semple has been 
promoted to corporate finance 
assistant manager at 

Armstrong Watson in London. She 
joined the firm in 2024 from RMT, where 
she was a corporate finance executive, 
based in its Newcastle office. Before RMT 
she trained as an ACA with BDO.

DSW has recruited James 
Clarkson (1) as an associate in its 
Leeds-based corporate finance 
team from KPMG, where he 
spent seven years, and trained 
as an ACA. Manchester-based 

Madeleine Andrews (2), who has been 
with DSW since 2022, has been promoted 
to transaction services executive.
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Interpath has promoted 
Kirstie O’Flanagan to 
managing director and head of 

its transaction services practice in 
Ireland. She joined the advisory firm 
last year from Deloitte, where she had 
spent 11 years in London and Dublin, 
working in transaction services. Prior to 
that she trained as a chartered 
accountant with RSM.

Legal briefs

Blacks Solicitors has promoted 
Rebecca Holden to head of 
corporate. She joined the law 

firm last year as a partner from Squire 
Patton Boggs, and splits her time between 
Leeds and London. Holden previously 
worked for Shoosmiths and Gunnercooke, 
having trained with DLA Piper.

Laurence Evans has been 
appointed head of corporate in 
Cambridge at HCR Law. He has 

been with the firm 12 years and was 
made partner in 2018.

Freddie Spearman has joined 
Marsh as a senior vice president 
in the private equity and M&A 

team from WTW, where he spent three 
years. Before joining the insurance 
industry, he practiced corporate law for 
10 years at various firms, including Bird & 
Bird and Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner. He 
has a particular interest in energy and 
infrastructure transactions.

Fiona Armour (1) has been 
promoted to corporate partner 
in TLT’s Glasgow office. She 
specialises in real estate 
transactions in the healthcare 
sector and joined the law firm 

three years ago from MacRoberts in 
Glasgow, where she spent 20 years.

The law firm has also promoted 
Andrew Lyon (2) to senior partner, head 
of financial services sector. He has been 
with the firm 18 years, and succeeds 
Sasha Butterworth. He will hold the 
position for three years.

Amish Arya has been promoted to 
director of M&A at Stowe Family Law, 
having joined the firm two years ago 
from The Lomond Group. Prior to that he 
worked for The Ardonagh Group, Key 
Capital Partners, Garbutt & Elliott and 
Deloitte, where he trained as an ACA.
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ECI has promoted 
George Moss (1) 
to managing 
partner and 
member of the 
ECI Board. He had 

been a member of the 
private equity firm’s 
investment committee 

since April 2025. Moss joined ECI 
18 years ago from N M Rothschild, 
where he spent five years as an 
analyst. He has been a partner at 
ECI since 2015.

David Danon (2) has joined the 
firm as partner in ECI’s investment 
team from Bain Capital, where he 
was a partner, and spent 19 years. 

Jeroen Sibia (3) has joined as 
origination manager from 
Foresight Group, where he was 
co-head of origination, leading the 
sourcing, evaluation and execution 
of growth and buyout investments. 
Prior to Foresight, he was an 
investment associate at Literacy 
Capital, and before that worked at 
McKinsey and Barclays Investment 
Bank. He also co-founded an 
online recruitment platform 
focused on private capital markets, 
Talent Ladder.

ECI has also appointed two 
independent growth specialists: 
Gillian Fox (4) to focus on people 
and culture, and Dr. Orlando 
Machado (5) whose focus is data 
and AI. Fox has worked for 
Euromoney, Reckitt Benckiser, 
Hovis, RBS, Aviva, and Allen & 
Overy; and Dr Machado for LEGO 
Group, WPP and Aviva.

August Equity 
has promoted 
Katie Ballardie (1) 
and Greg Walsh 
(2) to partner; 
Celine Spencer 
(3) to director; 
Ollie Reynolds (4) 
to associate 
director; and 
Harry Caro (5) to 
manager.

Ballardie joined August eight 
years ago from Barclays, where she 
had spent a year as an investment 
banking analyst. Walsh joined five 
years ago from PwC, where he 

spent seven years, initially in New 
York, before moving to London, 
and was an assistant director. 

Spencer joined four years ago 
from PwC, where she was a senior 
associate, and spent three years. 
Reynolds joined the firm four years 
ago from P&O, where he worked 
in corporate strategy, having 
started his career with Houlihan 
Lokey. And Caro joined three years 
ago from Alantra.

The mid-market private equity 
firm has also promoted Daniel Venn 
(6) to COO. He joined August nine 
years ago from BC Partners, where 
he was head of funds. Prior to that 
he worked for Ashmore, having 
started his career with KPMG.

In addition, two investment 
associates have joined August: Leo 
Holdsworth (7) from Cavendish, 
where he worked in M&A, and Jess 
Webster (8) from the investment 
banking team at Rothschild & Co, 
where she spent five years. Prior to 
working four years at Cavendish, 
Holdsworth spent three years at 
Adam Street Advisers.

Connection Capital has 
recruited Sam Kemp (1) as 
partner and CEO from BCI 
Capital, where he spent 
10 years as CEO. Prior to 
BCI he worked for 

Blenheim Chalcot and spent 10 
years with Barclays, where he 
focused on high-growth tech 
businesses.

The private equity firm has also 
recruited Dan Hodgkinson (2), as 
client manager from Time 
Investments, where he was 
business development manager.

Puma Growth Partners, 
private equity division of 
Puma Capital Group, has 
recruited Gayle Hawke (1) 
as execution lead from 
Mishcon de Reya in 

London, where she was a managing 
associate. Prior to that she worked 
for Joelson and Ashfords.

Puma has also recruited Louis 
Hopgood (2) from EY as portfolio 
finance lead. He spent five years at 
EY and had a particular focus on 
the TMT sector.
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