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The latest from ICAEW's centre of

professional expertise in corporate finance
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GERALD EDELMAN JOINS FACULTY

The corporate finance team at Gerald
Edelman has joined the Corporate
Finance Faculty. Based out of its City of
London office, the team comprises
around 30 advisers and six partners:
Carl Lundberg; Nick Wallis; Stuart
Marcy; William Abell; Sam Barr; and
Creag Campbell-Ace.

Lundberg has been Gerald Edelman
CEO since 2024. He set up its
transaction services team, having joined
the firm in 2010 and initially training as
an ACA in the firm’s audit team.

Wallis spent seven years at PwC,
where he trained as an ACA before
moving to its transactions services
team. He later joined Bluebox Corporate
Finance, and moved to Gerald Edelman
in 2019 as a corporate finance partner.
He now leads the firm’s corporate
finance team.

Marcy is head of private equity
at Gerald Edelman. His career in
corporate finance started with
Deloitte. He spent seven years at
Langcliffe International, and was head
of its private equity team.

Abell joined the firm nine years ago
from PwC in Cardiff, where he trained
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as an ACA. He is now a partner and
head of transaction services.

Barr joined Gerald Edelman from
Stifel Financial as a director in 2023
and was promoted to partner in April
this year. He trained as an ACA with
Deloitte, and then spent five years
with Bluebox Corporate Finance.

Campbell-Ace joined the firm in
February as a transaction services partner
from Azets, where he was a transaction
services partner. Before that, he spent
nine years with Alvarez & Marsal, having
trained as an ACA with PwC.

Gerald Edelman’s corporate finance
service line provides a full range of
both corporate finance advisory and
transaction services, including
sell-side and buy-side deal advisory, as
well as financial due diligence, tax due
diligence and vendor due diligence.

“The faculty is the leading forum for
the mid-market corporate finance
community, from networking to CPD,
market intelligence, regulatory news

and more. We want our whole team
and the wider firm to benefit from
being a part of that.”

Recent deals

® Support for Strada Partners-
backed SoFlow Service Partners
on its April 2026 acquisition of
GreenSpark, a specialist
drainage systems management
and environmental compliance
business. The Gerald Edelman
corporate finance team carried
out financial and tax due
diligence.
Advising the shareholders of
Strata FSC on raising
development capital, which
ultimately came from Growth
Capital Partners in December
2025. Strata is one of a small
number of global BlackRock
Aladdin partners, delivering
implementation and data
transformation services to asset
managers, owners and servicers.
Deal advisory services for the
shareholders of Edge Medical, a
distributor of specialist
orthopaedic products and
services, on its sale to Nasdaq
Stockholm-listed AddLife in
April 2025.
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FACULTY AGM

The Corporate Finance Faculty's
AGM was held at Chartered
Accountants’ Hall last month.
Faculty chairman Alistair Brew
delivered a review of the work
carried out by the faculty on behalf
of its members and on behalf of
ICAEW over the past year. And
David Petrie, ICAEW head of
corporate finance, outlined the
faculty’s plans for the rest of 2026
and into 2027.
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BENCHMARK INTERNATIONAL JOINS FACULTY

The UK transactions team of
Benchmark International have joined
the Corporate Finance Faculty. The
majority of the team have been with
the firm for more than 10 years and
come from a range of backgrounds,
holding accounting, banking,
fundraising and finance director roles.
The experienced corporate financiers
offer lead advisory services to SMEs
on transactions, managing a team of
deal-makers, researchers, report writers
and analysts, and implementing and
coordinating M&A processes.

The key staff joining the faculty
are: Roger Forshaw, managing director
for Manchester; Samantha Tapson,
managing director for Oxford; James
Robinson, senior transactions director;
and James Sloane, transactions director.

Forshaw is the managing director of
Benchmark International’s Manchester
office. The firm’s second employee when
he joined its graduate scheme in 2009,
he has since been involved in more than
200 deals and was the first employee to
complete the ICAEW Corporate Finance
qualification and diploma through the
firm’s sponsorship programme. The firm
now has 15 corporate financiers who
have either completed the diploma or
are studying for it.

Tapson has been with the firm nine
years, and became managing director in
January. Robinson and Sloane are based
in Manchester and have been with the

firm 16 and 11 years respectively. Both
hold the ICAEW Corporate Finance
Qualification and Diploma.

The UK team advises on minority and
majority disposals, buy-side mandates,
MBOs, MBIs and EOTs, as well as
complex international deals, deals with
listed corporates, private equity houses,
high-net-worth individuals and private
investors. Its sweet spot is deals with an
enterprise value of £5m-£100m. “We’re
experienced in all types of transactions,
says Forshaw, “and we’re sector
agnostic, handling M&A across almost
all industries rather than specialising.”

“We specialise in cross-border
transactions, often connecting clients
with international buyers,” says
Forshaw. “Our key jurisdictions and
regional focus areas are the Americas,
Europe and Africa. We have a genuine
global reach and deal with international
clients and buyers worldwide outside
those regions too.”

To date, Benchmark International has
advised on engagements in excess of
$12.5bn worldwide.
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"We are very much looking forward to
joining the faculty and benefiting from
the networking opportunities it offers.
Corporate Financier is the number-one

publication for what we do, and our
team regularly refers to the faculty’s
invaluable best-practice guidelines
and technical guidance.”

Recent deals

® Advising the shareholders of
electrical engineering services
firm Aardvarc on its January
2026 sale to energy and
telecoms infrastructure
business Constructel Visabeira,
a subsidiary of Goldman
Sachs-backed Grupo Visabeira.

® Advising the owners of
Stockport-based specialist
drainage services business
Drainage Consultants on its
October 2025 sale to Macquarie
Capital-backed infrastructure
business Metcor Group.

® Aduvising the shareholders of
Leicester-based lllumin8 Blinds
and Curtains on its sale to
Northern Ireland-headquartered
Mzuri Group, completed in
January 2025.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

CARVE-OUTS LAUNCH

The Corporate Finance
1 6 Faculty will launch its

best practice guideline
on carve-outs on 16
June 2026. The guideline is being
co-authored by Eversheds
Sutherland and Grant Thornton.
The event, which will include an
expert panel discussion on carve-
outs, will be held at Grant
Thornton's offices at 8 Finsbury
Circus, London EC2M 7EA. The
panel will include the guideline’s
co-authors: Matthew Woodgate,
partner and head of operational
deal services at Grant Thornton;
Chris Sharpe, partner in Grant
Thornton's transactions advisory
services team; and Lee Harris, M&A
partner in Eversheds Sutherland’s
global corporate group.
The event, which is free to
members, will run from 8.30am to
11.30am, including a closing
half-hour networking session.
[m]3'[m] Members can book a
i place at by scanning the
QR code or visiting
= tinyurl.com/3pk7jesb
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