Analysis

numbers

CFO confidence hit a low, amid geopolitical turmoil, but VC investment
bounced back in Q1, with two UK businesses raising more than £1bn
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VC investment in UK
early-stage businesses in Q1
2026 - the highest quarterly
total since Q2 2022
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Series D investment in
London-headquartered
company Wayve, which
develops embodied Al
for autonomous vehicles
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Investment in energy management
business, Kraken, as it demerged
from Octopus Energy Group
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Global VC investment
in Q1 2026 across
8,464 deals - 150%
up on Q4 2025

CFO confidence measure at
the end of Q1 2026 - the

lowest since the start of the
Covid-19 pandemic
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