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Philip Davies and 
Rick Thompson 
have joined FRP 
Advisory as partners 
to launch a public 
company advisory 

offering at the firm. Both 
have joined from Singer 
Capital Markets, where they 

spent six years as managing 
directors in investment banking. Prior 
to that, the pair worked together at 
Cantor Fitzgerald Europe.

Davies started his career with ABN 
Amro before moving into corporate 
finance advisory with Charles Stanley 
Securities, where he became a 
director. In 2010, he joined Fox-
Davies Capital as head of corporate 
finance. He subsequently joined 
Religare, before returning to Charles 
Stanley Securities as corporate 
finance director. In 2015 he joined 
Cantor Fitzgerald Europe.

Thompson started his corporate 
finance career in 1993 at Brown 
Shipley, before joining Teather & 
Greenwood and becoming its head of 
corporate finance. In 2002 he joined 
Davies at Charles Stanley Securities as 
head of corporate finance and broking. 
He moved to Fox-Davies Capital as 
head of investment banking, and from 
there to Religare, and then Seymour 
Pierce, as head of capital markets. He is 
a member of the ICAEW Corporate 
Finance Faculty technical committee.

FRP Corporate Finance has recruited 
Peter Aspinall as partner in its 
technology services M&A practice 
from KPMG where he spent 11 years 
and was a corporate finance managing 
director. Before that he spent two years 
at Bridgepoint as investment associate, 
and before that 10 years at KPMG in 
corporate finance.

And in Cardiff, Scott Ellis has joined 
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2 from Teneo Financial Advisory, as a 
debt advisory director, to build the 
firm’s asset-based lending capabilities 
UK-wide. Previously he spent five years 
with Deloitte, and four with UHY 
Hacker Young, where he trained as a 
chartered accountant.

Diogo Freitas has joined FRP 
Advisory as associate director in its 
origination team from MarktoMarket, 
where he also worked in origination. 
Prior to that he worked for Deloitte 
and in Lloyds’ corporate 
development team. 

PwC has promoted Nicola 
Preedy to UK head of deals 
from head of the UK 

transaction services business. She 
succeeds Lucy Stapleton, who 
continues as the firm’s global head of 
deals, with increased focus on client 
service. Preedy is a financial due 
diligence partner with more than 20 
years’ transaction services experience 
at PwC.

The firm has also announced 17 
new partner promotions across its 
deals business. In transaction services 
the promotions are: Ali Hamdani, 
who is based in Frankfurt, but was in 
London until last year; TMT specialist 
Eddie Heaton in Manchester; James 
Hodson in the London healthcare and 
pharma team; James Orr, Will 
Robbins, Dominic Sheehan and 
Kamini Thiruthonder, who are all 
based in London. 

In lead advisory and restructuring 
the promotions are: infrastructure 
specialist Waleed Agha in London; 
London insolvency and restructuring 
specialists, James Cameron and Tom 
Crookham; M&A advisers, Josh 
Manhire and Jill Shaw; and debt and 
capital advisory specialist, Dean 
Stoyanov. 

PwC has also recruited Craig 
Monks and Julian Osborne as 
directors in its debt and capital 
advisory team. Monks has joined the 
Manchester office from Fellwood 
Advisory. Prior to that, he spent nine 
years in direct lending at Tosca Debt 
Capital, and prior to that five at EY, 
where he trained as a chartered 
accountant. 

Osborne has rejoined the firm after 
10 years at Wells Fargo Capital 
Finance. Prior to that he spent four 
years at PwC, and six at S&W, where 
he trained as an ACA.

S&W has recruited Paul 
Martin as partner to lead its 
transaction services practice, 

based in London. He previously led the 
transaction advisory services business 
at Kroll, where he spent seven years. 
Prior to that he spent six years as a 
partner in transaction services at Grant 
Thornton. And before that he spent six 
years at EY and 16 at PwC.

George Barham has joined 
Corbett Keeling as corporate 
finance manager from New 

World Corporate Finance where he 
spent two years as a senior associate. 
Prior to that he spent four years with 
Deloitte, where he trained as a 
chartered accountant.

Deloitte has 
promoted James 
Gollan and Vikas 
Sharma to partner in 
its London office. 
Gollan is a TMT M&A 

transaction services partner. He 
joined the firm’s audit team in 2008, 
before moving into corporate finance. 
Sharma specialises in healthcare and 
life sciences M&A. He joined Deloitte 
four years ago from EY in Singapore. 
Prior to that he spent nine years with 
Deloitte, primarily in Singapore.

The firm has also promoted Helen 
McLeod to partner and UK head of 
origination. She has been with the 
firm since 2008, when she joined and 
trained as an ACA.

And Eoin Ó Murchú has also been 
promoted to partner in the firm’s 
infrastructure advisory team. He advises 
on nuclear and energy transition. 
Before joining Deloitte in 2022, he 
worked for Kroll, PwC and IBM.
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DSW has launched a 
transaction services offering 
on the south coast with the 

recruitment of Alex Milne as partner 
in Southampton. He has joined from 
RSM, where he spent 18 years, the last 
five as transaction services partner. He 
trained as an ACA with RSM.

LAVA Advisory Partners has 
promoted Tom Rowe-Jones 
to partner. He joined the firm 

as associate director in 2021 from 
Deloitte, where he spent three years 
in M&A advisory. Before that he spent 
four years with Accenture.

Cortus Advisory’s transaction 
advisory services team has 
recruited Gavin Niven and 
Harry Ohri as director and 
executive respectively in 
London, and Emily Hill as 
executive in Manchester.

Niven has joined from 
Deloitte in Melbourne, where 

he spent five years. Prior to that he 
held financial planning and analysis 
roles at Melbourne-based businesses 
Camp Australia and IXOM. Before 
that he spent 16 years with KPMG, 
initially training as a chartered 
accountant in Edinburgh, before 
moving to the firm’s Channel Islands 
office, and then spending his final two 
years with KPMG in Melbourne.

Ohri has joined from Verisure, where 
he had an in-house financial planning 
and analysis role. He previously 
worked for PwC and trained as an ACA 
with Menzies. Hill has joined from 
KPMG, where she spent five years and 
trained as an ACA in audit.

PE shorts

Mobeus has promoted 
Freddie Bacon and Dominic 
Draysey to partner. Both 
joined the private equity 
investor at the start of their 
careers, Bacon in 2013 and 
Draysey in 2014. Bacon was 
promoted to director in 
2021, and Draysey in 2022.

In addition, Kit Schutzer-
Weissmann has been promoted to 
associate director. He joined from 
RSM, where he worked in deal 
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origination, in 2024. Prior to that he 
spent six years in Paris with Socomet 
Bunkering.

Palatine Private Equity has 
recruited Briony Fagan as 
investment manager in its 

Manchester buyout team from Arete 
Capital Partners, the North West-
based private equity firm, where she 
was an investment director. Prior to 
that she spent five years with Grant 
Thornton, where she initially trained 
as an ACA, and became transaction 
advisory services manager. 

Harry Pampiglione has 
joined Longacre Group as 
associate director from 

Mobeus, where he was investment 
manager and spent two years. Prior to 
that he spent four years as an 
operating partner at LDC. And before 
that he worked for PwC and RGL 
Forensics.

FW Capital has 
recruited Matt Elliott 
as senior investment 
executive; Stuart 
Hodgson and Max 
Woodhouse as 
investment 
executives; and 
Adam Jones and 

Ruby Knowles as assistant 
investment executives. 

Elliott has joined from 
Handelsbanken, where he spent 10 
years, and prior to that he spent 12 
years with Barclays. Hodgson 
previously held roles at Santander 
Corporate and Lloyds Banking. 
Woodhouse has joined from Ryecroft 
Glenton, where he spent eight years, 
trained to be an ACA, and had 
become corporate finance manager. 
Knowles has joined from S&W, where 
she trained as an ACA. Jones has 
joined from EY.

In Manchester Andrew Baxter has 
joined as investment executive from 
Handelsbanken, where he spent 15 
years. Prior to that he spent 15 years 
with RBS.

And Connor Marshall has joined as 
investment executive in Sheffield from 
SHORTS, where he was a corporate 
finance manager, having previously 
been a corporate finance executive at 
Castle Square Corporate Finance.
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Legal briefs

Gateley Legal has recruited 
Adrian Ballam as partner in 
its Leeds corporate team 

from Ward Hadaway, where he spent 
six years. Before that he worked for 
Schofield Sweeney and Eversheds 
Sutherland.

Freshfields has 
made eight 
promotions to 
partner in its London 
transactions team: 
Oliver Aikins, Zofia 
Aszendorf, Piusha 
Bose, Lucy Cliff, 
Richard Daniels, 
Egor Marisin, Angus 
Scott and 
Christopher Yarrow.

Fieldfisher has recruited 
investment funds specialist 
Mark Shaw as partner in 

London. He previously worked for 
Pinsent Masons, Wildgen in 
Luxembourg and trained with 
McGrigors. 

EY Law Ireland has recruited 
Cormac Gilroy as director to 
lead its new banking and 

finance practice from Evara Ireland, 
where he was legal counsel. He will 
be based in Cork. Prior to Evara, he 
spent 10 years with Matheson, where 
he trained as a lawyer.

Kirkland & Ellis has recruited 
Will Aitken-Davies as 
corporate partner from Paul 

Weiss, where he was head of 
European M&A.

HCR Law has recruited Adam 
Percival as corporate partner 
in its Leamington Spa office. 
He has joined from Gateley 
Legal, where he spent 10 
years, having previously 

spent eight at Shakespeares.
Steven Geerlings has joined the 

London corporate team as partner 
from Mishcon de Reya. Prior to that 
he worked for Dentons, DLA Piper, 
Eversheds Sutherland, 
McGuireWoods, Squire Patton Boggs 
and in-house for GE Capital.
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