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Whether it's using Power Query to 

combine datasets, building a budgeting 

tool, or a really robust calculation 

engine - we'll be showcasing the best 

the Excel Community has to offer with 

practical, real-life use cases in this 

webinar.

Introduction
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Ask a question

Click on the Q&A button in the bottom toolbar to open the 

submit question prompt.

Type in your question and click send.

Note. If you wish to ask anonymously tick the send 

anonymously box shown on the illustration to the left.
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Excel solution during national crisis



Excel solution during national crisis

• Ben Ducker, Corporate Finance Director 

at RSM 

• Helping companies calculate furlough 

payments during the pandemic

• Developed solution to enable clients to 

make correct payments to staff when 

the situation was evolving rapidly and 

as government policy shifted
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Discovering Power Query

• Claire Adam, Chief Finance Officer at 

Saclà

• Discovered how to use Power Query 

to reformat exported data and present 

information in a workable format

• Cut various analysis time from days to 

a few hours



Automating and simplifying data collection

• Adrian Maconick, Director at Finsbury 

Solutions LTD 

• The messy and error-prone securities 

data collection process was simplified 

with different templates for different 

security types

• Reduced costs by around £1m per 

annum and error rates to nearly zero
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Spreadsheets vs traditional 

systems

Good for Bad for 

• Low volume, high complexity • Very high volumes - a database may be better 

• Math-driven applications

– QA assay calculations 

– Clinical calculations 

– Accounting 

• Transactional systems 

• Non-programmers

• Large numbers of spreadsheet users 
• Multi-user systems

• Handling uncertain or rapidly changing requirements • Discipline and control

• Speed of development • Most spreadsheet users are under trained



Using Excel to review Alteryx

• Ian Pay, Head of Data Analytics & Tech 

at ICAEW 

• Designed solution using VBA to 

populate all of the key tools and 

formulas from Alteryx in a more 

digestible format

• Review time for Alteryx workflows was 

cut by several hours and quality 

increased



Questions?



Excel Community
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Benefits of membership:

• Regular bulletins

• Webinar programme

• Extensive archive of on-demand webinars

• Practical guidance and examples to help you in 

your role as a finance professional

• Corporate membership

New for 2023:

• Excel toolbar created exclusively for Excel 

Community members

• Assessment tool to be used in conjunction with the 

Spreadsheet competency framework



Make CPD your priority with ICAEW Virtual 
Classrooms

Virtual classrooms from ICAEW Academy offer:

• Over 135 courses including data analytics and 
excel courses

• Small classes led by industry experts

• Peer learning and networking opportunities

• Crucial one-on-one time with the trainer

Use code VC23 for 10% off data analytics and excel 
courses

icaew.com/virtualclassrooms22



Excel Community webinars

08 Dec: Excel vs Google Sheets: Battle of the Spreadsheets

• icaew.com/excelcommunityevents

On demand webinars

• icaew.com/excelwebinars
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